WAR WIDOWS BENEFITS & VALUING OUR SERVICEMEN

Dear Vietnam Veterans:

As a Vietnam widow & member of Gold Star Wives of America, I am writing to ask for the support of Vietnam veterans regarding legislation on behalf of widows of men who were killed in action -- such as myself, the widow of Captain James Eddie Reed who was killed February 1, 1968 while serving as Company Commander of Company A, 3rd/39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division at Don Rach Cat.

The Veteran's Administration DIC (Death Indemnity Compensation) program is the most restrictive of all federal survivorship programs to include Members of Congress, Civil Service employees, and the CIA.  These programs allow surviving spouses to remarry at an older age and to retain their survivorship benefits.  The VA's DIC program is a glaring exception.  Congress Michael Bilirakis (R-FL) has introduced legislation (HR 1108) to end a glaring inequity in the benefits provided through DIC.  In the past Congress has acted as if the DIC program should not be as generous as other federal survivorship programs because our husbands did not contribute to their retirement programs.  Being killed in action or permanently injured in defense of our country are certainly contributions that should be recognized as having the same or even greater value. What greater contribution can there be than laying down one's life for his/her country and fellow man in the defense of freedom and the values of these United States of America.  Yet, Congress has devalued the lives of these men and the lives of their widows.  Widows of men who were killed in action could not quit their jobs in the face of certain death or injury and in many cases their service was involuntary.  In addition our servicemen are paid far less than their civilian counterparts.  Their widows should not then be punished for the lack of a survivorship benefit to contribute.

House Resolution 1108 has been introduced to end some of the glaring inequities faced by widows of men who were killed in action.  I urge you to immediately send letters and/or emails to your Representative and Senator in support of this legislation.

I also ask you to write you Representatives to support a substantial increase in pay for our servicemen who are paid far less than their civilian counterparts.

In addition let me point out to you that the widows/widowers of New York City's firemen receive their husband's full salaries for life, with pay increases.  My husband was a career officer, a Captain.  Presently I receive $1,052 per month in VA DIC benefits.  During my lifetime I will never receive even the smallest disbursement equivalent to that will go to victims of the 9/11. This tells me that ALL our servicemen and their families are  grossly devalued.  

Shouldn't the life of a man who was killed on active duty (involuntarily & voluntarily) have the same value as that of a fireman or police officer? It is time for these gross inequities to end and for America to place a greater value on those men and women who serve this country and defend our freedom. 

Go to ZIP Search Results -- My Government to write to your Representative.  The members of the Gold Star Wives of America would appreciate your sending a copy of your letter to our Legislative Chair at the following address:

Maggie Peterson & John Brennan

Gold Star Wives of America

5510 Columbia Pike, Suite 205

Arlington, VA 22204

email:  gswives2@aol.com

Please forward this letter to as many other Veterans as you can.  The Gold Star Wives of America need your support more than ever.  Our servicemen and women need your support.  They need to be valued by this nation.  Whatever you can do to bring attention to this problem and these glaring inequities in compensation and benefits will be greatly appreciated.  I thank you for your support from the bottom of my heart.

Brenda H. Reed

Gold Star Wife

(Widow of Captain James Eddie Reed, USAR) 

